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COLOMBO:  Sri Lankan 
President Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, who steered the 
cash-strapped island nation to 
a semblance of stability from 
bankruptcy in 2022, on Satur-
day declared his candidacy to 
contest the presidential elec-
tion on September 21.

On Friday, the island 
nation’s election commis-
sion announced that presi-
dential polls would be held 
on September 21, ending the 
months-long speculation over 
the key contest. 

Addressing a rally on Sat-
urday in the southern town of 
Galle the 75-year-old leader 
said: “My coming today to this 
town is significant, I declare 
that I will contest the presi-
dential election having already 
paid my deposit to do so”. 

There was some spec-
ulation that he may not 
vie for the presidency 
given the weak standing  
of his United National Party 
(UNP). 

In 2020 the UNP suffered 
a serious split leading to the 
creation of Samagi Jana Bala-
wegaya (SJB).  AGENCIES
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China: 8 killed after vehicle 
crashes into pedestrians

BEIJING: A vehicle crashed 
into pedestrians in central 
China’s Hunan Province on 
Saturday, killing at least eight 
persons and injuring five, 
authorities said.

The incident took place in 
Changsha City.

Eight persons were killed 
and five injured after the vehi-
cle crashed into the pedestri-
ans. The injured have been 

sent to a hospital for treatment, 
the municipal public security 
bureau said.

Among them, two are seri-
ously injured and three have 
minor injuries.

A 55-year-old suspect, sur-
named Su, has been detained 
by the police. An investiga-
tion into the case is underway, 
state-run Xinhua news agency 
reported. AGENCIES

Netanyahu visits Donald Trump in Florida
JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
met with Donald Trump on 
Friday at the former president’s 
Mar-a-Lago estate for their first 
face-to-face meeting in nearly 
four years as the two sought to 
mend their political alliance.

Netanyahu’s visit to Flor-
ida came a day after the Israeli 
leader met in Washington with 
US Vice President Kamala Har-
ris. Harris has urged Netanyahu 
to reach a cease-fire deal with 
Hamas soon so that dozens of 
hostages held by the militants 
in Gaza since October 7 could 
return home.

The Health Ministry in 
Gaza says more than 39,100 
Palestinians have been killed 
in the war. The United Nations 

estimated in February that 
some 17,000 children in the 
territory are now unaccompa-

nied, and the number is likely 
to have grown since.

UN agency pushes back 

against Israel’s calls to dismantle 
it. The UN agency helping Pal-
estinian refugees told the Secu-

rity Council on Friday that the 
world body must “push against” 
Israel’s calls to dismantle the 
agency and raised alarms about 
proposed Israeli legislation that 
would designate the aid agency 
a terrorist group.

“We cannot afford this to 
become a new standard for 
future humanitarian opera-
tions in conflict zones across 
the world,” said Antonia De 
Meo, the deputy commis-
sioner of the agency, known as 
UNRWA. She said the legisla-
tion, if passed, would threaten 
staff and the “entire UN system 
around the world”.

Israel’s parliament, the 
Knesset, is weighing measures 
that would brand UNRWA a 
“terror group” and cut diplo-

matic ties between Israel and 
the agency. UNRWA operates 
schools, health clinics, infra-
structure projects and aid  
programmes in refugee camps 
in Gaza, the West Bank, Leba-
non, Syria and Jordan. In Gaza, 
it has been the main supplier of 
food, water and shelter to civil-
ians during the Israel-Hamas 
war.

Some 199 UNRWA staffers 
have been killed in the war, the 
vast majority with their fami-
lies, and 560 displaced people 
have been killed “while shel-
tering under the UN flag”, De 
Meo said. She said 190 of the 
agency’s buildings have been 
hit, and many schools that were 
used as shelters were demol-
ished.   AGENCIES

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Smoke rises following the Israeli bombardments in the Khan Younis, at 
Gaza Strip AP/PTI
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candidature for US presidential elections

WASHINGTON: Vice President 
Kamala Harris on Saturday officially 
signed her forms, declaring her can-
didacy for the post of President of the 
US and voiced confidence that she 
would win the high-stakes election on 
November 5.

“Today, I signed the forms officially 
declaring my candidacy for President 
of the United States. I will work hard 
to earn every vote,” 59-year-old Har-
ris, who is of Indian and African ori-
gin, said on X.

“In November, our people-powered 
campaign will win,” the presumptive 
Democratic Party candidate said, refer-
ring to her electoral battle with former 
president and the Republican Party’s 
nominee Donald Trump.

Harris launched her presidential 
campaign last Sunday, hours after Pres-
ident Joe Biden, 81, withdrew from the 
race for a second term. 

She is, however, yet to be officially 
declared as the presidential candidate 
by the Democrats.

If elected on November 5 to succeed 
President Biden, Harris - the daugh-
ter of a Jamaican father and an Indian 
mother - would not only be the first 
woman, but the first Indian-Amer-

ican, the first Asian, the first Black 
woman and the first person of Jamai-
can descent to ascend to the office.

Meanwhile, no other Democrats 
have announced their candidacy for 
the presidential race. 

Harris has secured endorsements 
from more than 40 state delegations, 
surpassing the number of delegates 
she will need to win the nomination 
and if that support holds, Democrats 

will officially nominate her for presi-
dent during a virtual roll call vote early 
next month.

Under new rules adopted by the 
Democratic National Committee 
on Wednesday, the nominee will be 
selected as soon as August 1, and the 
candidate has until August 7 to select 
a running mate. The party will meet 
for its convention in Chicago starting 
August 19.

Harris, who was a senator from 
California before she was elected vice 
president, quickly hit the campaign 
trail with events in Wisconsin, Indi-
ana and Texas. 

Her campaign said it raked in more 
than USD 130 million since she offi-
cially joined the White House race.

The endorsement comes as ‘Harris 
for President’ kicks off a ‘Weekend of 
Action’ marking 100 days until Election 
Day (on November 5).  

With over 1,70,000 volun-
teers and 2,300 events across the 
battleground states, Team Har-
ris is making its case to the  
voters who will decide this elec-
tion about the fundamental  
choice they will face this November at 
the ballot box.  AGENCIES
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US Vice President Kamala Harris
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I, Lal Chand S/o Babu Lal R/o 
17/195,17 Block, Trilok Puri 
Distt-East Delhi, Delhi-110091, 
do hereby solemnly affirm and 
declare that I have embraced 
ISLAM and renounced 
HINDUISM religion with effect 
from 12.07.2024.

I, hitherto known as Lal 
Chand S/o Babu Lal R/o 
17/195,17 Block, Trilok Puri 
Distt-East Delhi, Delhi-110091, 
have changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Lal Mohammad.

CHANGE OF RELIGION 

CHANGE OF NAME


